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       THE GRASSLAND BIRD 
   TRUST EXPANDS ITS 
   FOCUS AREA!
Since its founding in 2010, GBT has focused efforts 
to conserve critical habitat for grassland birds on 
the 13,000 acre Audubon-designated Important 
Bird Area (IBA) in Fort Edward. Since then, as rare 
grassland habitat continues to disappear, it has 
become clear that GBT must expand its focus to the 
102,000 acre DEC-designated Washington County 
Grassland Bird Conservation Center (Washington 
County GBCC). This is particularly necessary given 
development pressure in the IBA and plans by 
Boralex, a CAN$4 billion Canadian company,  
to build a 660 acre solar farm in the heart  
of the IBA.

Thanks to our supporters, we have reached a 
point of financial stability and organizational 
maturity that we feel ready to expand our 
geographic focus. 

We hope you will join us in celebrating our 
ambition to become a leader in New York State 
protecting rapidly vanishing grassland birds. 

Grassland Bird Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit land trust 
conserving critical habitat for endangered, threatened, and 
rapidly declining grassland birds. Visit GrasslandBirdTrust.org 
to learn more.



GREAT NEWS!
GBT has been awarded a $100,000 professional development grant from the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program (NYSCPP) and New York State’s Environmental Protection 
Fund. This three year grant will enable us to hire a Stewardship and Outreach Manager, our first 
employee since we became an all-volunteer organization over two years ago.

This person will help with many exciting projects, including completing our new two mile 
trail at the Alfred Z Solomon Viewing Area in time for a Fall ‘24 opening, helping us host 
more bird walks and educational events, and working with local landowners to increase 
habitat for grassland birds.

The NYSCPP is administered by the Land Trust Alliance, in coordination with New York 
State’s Department of Environmental Conservation.

We thank all of these organizations for making this grant possible!

Unless noted otherwise, bird photos courtesy of Gordon Ellmers. Copyright © 2024 by Gordon Ellmers. 

 AIMING TO REDUCE IMPACT OF  
 SOLAR FARM IN GBT GRASSLANDS 

On April 18, Boralex, a CAN$4 billion Canadian company, 
hosted an open house in Fort Edward to present updated 
plans to build a large commercial solar project in the  
heart of the Audubon-designated Important Bird Area.

The good news is that, thanks in part to GBT’s efforts,  
Boralex has reduced the footprint of this solar project  
from 800 to 660 acres. But that’s still the size of  
500 football fields. Grassland birds need large  
open fields that are mowed infrequently.  
They can’t hunt, breed or fledge their young  
in solar projects. 

GBT continues to push Boralex to conserve  
more land than the fraction of 660 acres  
Boralex may be legally required to conserve. 

Your support is critical to our  
efforts in these negotiations. 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
BORALEX CONTINUEBORALEX CONTINUE

DONATE TODAY!

Visit GrasslandBirdTrust.org/donate or scan the QR code.
Your donation of any amount will protect grassland birds in the Washington County GBCC.



GBT’S ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 
BIRDING EXPEDITIONS
GBT sponsored two fantastic trips to southern Colombia, South America this winter.

We explored unique bird habitats from the Upper Amazon basin (at zero feet 
elevation) to the high Andes (at 12,000 feet). We stayed at small family-owned 
lodges dedicated to protecting the local birds and a sustainable ecology. We ate 
invariably delicious local cuisine and listened to the families’ heart-rending  
stories about surviving decades of turmoil in Colombia. 

The Colombians we met were not only welcoming, but delighted to show off the  
“birdy-est” country in the World, with close to 2,000 avian species.

Led by world class birding guides, even the most expert birders made substantial  
additions to their “life lists.” Less experienced birders greatly improved their  
birding skills (as this writer can attest). One group added over 200 new species  
to their life lists, including more than 30 species of hummingbirds.

GBT trips organized by Roberta Kravette from Destination Wildlife bear no 
similarity to your average big tour trip, except for the outstanding organization 
Roberta brings to the experience.

Watch for news about our 2025 international birding expedition to southern Spain  
next March and April (detailed itinerary coming soon)!

WINTER RAPTOR TOURS
Eleven guests traveled from Mississippi, Florida, 
Pennsylvania and across New York State to Fort 
Edward this winter to come see our grassland 
birds. Notwithstanding unseasonably warm 
weather followed by gusty winds and rain,  
a good time was had by all.

While the grassland birds were hunkered down 
due to the weather, we visited a wonderful 

Great Horned Owl that had taken up residence 
across from a VERY active Bald Eagle nest on 
the Hudson River. The two faced off for hours 
while we gaped at them.

The guests stayed at the historic Queensbury 
Hotel in Glens Falls and enjoyed the hospitality 
and cuisine at local restaurants.

WINTER SURVEY
 PLENTY OF SHORT-EARED OWLS SEEN!  

Ron Renoni , GBT Stewardship Chair, organizes citizen  
science surveys each winter from December to March to 
identify and count (known in the trade as “survey”) the 
number of at-risk birds living in our grasslands. 

Those hardy souls (people, not birds) who came out at dusk 
this winter to count birds were richly rewarded. We saw as 
many as 12 Short-eared Owls at a time popping up from 
the fields to hunt for dinner, as well as many more Northern 
Harriers swooping low across the grasslands in search of  
their favorite delicacies.

Tyrian Metaltail 
Hummingbird
© Larry Blau

Short-eared Owl
© Todd Scheuermann

Short-eared Owls were spotted as recently as April 18 in  
the IBA – weeks after we expect them to return to their  
Arctic tundra.

We want to thank Ron and all the volunteers who came  
out to help us count birds.
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
To my adoring fans, 

It’s me, Shirley, the Short-Eared Owl. And, yes, the rumors are true. I am 
still in rehab. (Take a look back at the Fall ’23 GBT Newsletter, right there 
on your bedside table.) It’s a long story involving a car accident (swear  
I wasn’t driving) and a crow attack (sure, I probably incited that one).  
I can turn my head 270 degrees, but missed the SUV traveling 60 mph. 

Anyway, once I’m out of rehab, it’ll be time for a fresh start. Meditation, 
juice cleanses, yoga. No more late nights at The Rabbit Hole and tattoos 
I don’t remember getting. You could say I’m in my Eat, Pray, Love phase. 
Or maybe my Wild era, if things take a turn for the worse and I resort  
to hiking because my wing is still messed up. 

More than anything, I want to find love. Watch out world – I put the 
OWL in prowl. 

But I’m a big fish in a tiny sea. There’re only about 50 to 100 breeding 
pairs of Short-eared Owls left in New York State. You think Hinge or 
Tinder look sparse in rural upstate, you should see my cast of eligible 
bachelors. It takes me less than an hour to swipe through all the males, 
and that’s counting even the ones with scraps of mice hanging out of 
their beaks. Gross.

I might have missed cuffing season, but I’m raring to go for clapping 
season. When a randy Short-eared Owl wants to make a move, he claps 
his wings together two to six times (sounds just like a human clapping). 
What can I say? I love having an audience applaud me, even if I have to 

show a little talon. Google “Short-eared  
Owls clapping” if you want to see how us  
hotties do it. 

They say spring is the time for the birds and  
the bees. You should have seen the raptors  
at the Fort Edward Grasslands in March.  
About 12 of my besties could be spotted  
at a time flying real low at 20-30 feet, but  
they were acting UP. 

Can’t say I don’t miss being out there.  
Even if it means being ogled by the  
humans who “count” us. (And you know how the paparazzi are when a 
celebrity gets out of rehab. Girl can never catch a vole in peace again.) 

But if that solar farm gets built, I don’t know where I’ll go. You wouldn’t 
believe how tight the raptor real estate market is right now. 

Of course, during my ample time for reflection in rehab, I can’t stop 
thinking about the fate of the famous Flaco, the Eurasian Owl who 
escaped from the Central Park Zoo and was recently found dead, full 
of rat poison. Not all of us survive the toxins we put in our bodies long 
enough to get to rehab. Flaco was one of those celebrities gone  
too soon. 

I hope we can all appreciate Flaco’s legacy and take care of each other, 
especially us Shorties. 

XOXO, Shirley


