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| §7 BIRD TRAIL OPENS! \ -

On October 10th, GBT opened its new 2.6-mile trail with
plenty of sunshine, fanfare and special guests.

Ron Renoni, Chair of GBT’s Stewardship Committee, led the team
that built the trail over two years. Native plant “gardens” were installed
along the trail to provide a delightful buffet for grassland birds. (Some of
these gardens had to be re-planted and fenced in after the deer took an
“advance tour” of the buffet.)

GBT extends its most heartfelt thanks to our primary funders: Hudson River
Valley Greenway and the Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust...
and to all the volunteers who made this possible.

Please come walk the trail! The trail is open dawn to dusk except for
seasonal closings posted on the GBT Website. To avoid disturbing -
the birds, please stay on trails and don't attract birds with
recorded bird calls. No dogs please - the birds don't like them
(even if we do)! Have a seat on a bench and with a little quiet patience,
you have a good chance of seeing some beautiful, increasingly rare,
grassland birds. Remember your binoculars and a thermos of water!

Support GBT by adopting a bench on the trail.
Email info@grasslandbirdtrust.org for information.

Check seasonal trail closings at grasslandbirdtrust.org.
Grassland Bird Trust, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit land trust conserving critical habitat for endangered,
threatened, and rapidly declining grassland birds. Visit GrasslandBirdTrust.org to learn more.
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UPDATE ON BORALEX
SOLARFARMIN
OUR GRASSLANDS

On August 22, 2024, Boralex, the CAN$4 billion Canadian
company, filed its application for a permit to build a solar
farm - dead center in the Audubon-designated Important Bird Area
in Fort Edward. The project will surround the 478-acre NYSDEC Wildlife
Management Area that is managed for grassland birds.

According to Boralex’ public statements, the solar farm footprint is
approximately 700 acres. That's more than 530 football fields. For every
acre Boralex takes away from the birds, the current regulations require
Boralex to conserve as little as .2 acres. '

GBT is a prospective party to the proceeding. We've ;
retained an attorney and expert to represent us.
As we've said before, we support renewable
energy. But we need our supporters’ help if
we are to compel Boralex to conserve more

COME SEE THE WINTER RAPTORS IN THE GRASSLANDS

If you live around Washington County, come join us for some citizen science! We go out to
count grassland birds every few weeks at dusk throughout the winter with expert guides.
Learn how to identify these beautiful birds with other grassland bird enthusiasts. It can

be cold but we're only out for an hour and sometimes hot cider is involved! Watch for email
announcements.

GBT WINTER 2025 BIRDING EXPEDITIONS

Looking for a winter trip? Join GBT on a birding tour. Tours are
limited to 6 guests and a local guide.

WINTER RAPTOR TOUR
IN WASHINGTON COUNTY NY

Experience the grasslands in winter and see the raptors that
migrate from the Arctic as well as other birds that winter in

SOUTHERN SPAIN

Explore the most beautiful natural areas of Spain, a hotspot
for European, Mediterranean, and African migratory birds,
enriched by our exploration of Spain’s history and superb
cuisine and wine. We are offering two expedition dates:
March 16 — March 28 and March 31 - April 11.

Questions? Contact Roberta Kravette at Destination: Wildlife (rkravette@signpostpublishing.com or (908) 656-4016).

the grasslands. Expect to see endangered Short-eared Owls
and threatened Northern Harriers, as well as Great Horned

and Barred Owls, Rough-legged and Cooper’s Hawks, Snow
Buntings and Horned Larks. Some years we are lucky enough to
see a Snowy Owl. Choose either February 7-9 or February 10-12.
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GBT’'S HIGH FLYERS

GBT would like to acknowledge those people who donated $100 or more

between October 1, 2023 and September 30, 2024.

A big THANK YOU to our High Flyers and ALL our donors,
supporters, and volunteers!
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 DONATE TODAY!

Visit GrasslandBirdTrust.org/donate or scan the QR code.
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Did you know American Kestrels have eyes
in the back of their heads? No, not really.
But they do have black patches that look
like eyes on the back of their heads called
“ocelli” (false eyes) to confuse predators.

A donation of any amount will protect the grassland birds in the Audubon designated Important Bird Area.
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

I, like many of you, can't resist the pull of Zillow. Who doesn't
want to know what you'd have to pay for a fancier home and,
more important, what your neighbors paid for theirs? I'm always
on the apps when seasons change. Houses are changing hands
- meant wings — and I'm angling for the lowest mortgage rate
with the most mice and voles in the area. It's impossible not to
just keep swiping until that perfect front yard, just crawling with
rodents, catches your eye.

We Short-eared Owls summer up in the Arctic. But in the winter,
like you snowbirds, we fly south. You may go to Florida, but | go
to the Sarasota of the Northeast: Fort Edward, New York.

It's not easy finding the perfect neighborhood. First, it has to

be grasslands. | know some of you will say a gated community

is the way to go, but you won't catch me in a Stepford Wives
situation. Also, | may not care about the most up-to-date fixtures
and newest appliances, but unlike almost all other owls, | won't
just flop down in a tree cavity or crash in another bird’s nest.
Revolting. Give me the wide open spaces of a winter field where
| can sleep peacefully on the ground at night.

Moreover, when | pick a neighborhood,

the food scene personally matters a great
deal to me. You won't find me chowing

down on fast food like other birds —— you
have no idea what seeds and berries can do

to your figure over time. | need fine dining
options, especially considering my
dietary needs as a carnivore. Fort
Edward is just fantastic for a foodie —- the best local rodent
morsels for miles. Many would say the only five-star “Mice-lin”
rating in the whole region.

Ultimately, while it feels like Zillow controls all our fates, we have
to remember what really matters. Especially as | think about my
options coming out of rehab (for my broken wing *wink*).

Anyway, if you're looking for a new home online and coming up
short, message me because I'll be sub-owletting for a short while
before | arrive in a few weeks.

Chirley




