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NEW YORK STATE FUNDS
GRASSLAND CONSERVATION
FOR THE FIRST TIME!

With Assemblymember Carrie Woerner's assistance and
support, we succeeded in getting $500,000 into the New
York State budget to purchase habitat for grassland birds!

As this newsletter goes to press, we don't know whether
cuts to New York State’s budget (to make up for cuts from
the Federal Government) may affect this funding.
However, this is the first time that New York State has
passed a budget funding grassland conservation in NYS,
setting a groundbreaking and critical new precedent!

Carrie Woerner's support for protecting grassland habitat
for grassland birds goes back years. In 2018, Carrie
sponsored a law requiring New York State to pay property
taxes on State-owned land in Argyle, Fort Edward and
Kingsbury. Thanks to this law, Fort Edward supported
protecting nearly 500 acres for grassland birds in the
Audubon-designated Important Bird Area, only two miles
from GBT’s Alfred Z. Solomon Grassland Viewing Area.

Our most grateful thanks goes to Carrie Woerner, NYS
Grassland Bird Champion! ‘
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WINTER RAPTOR SURVEYS
ENGAGE CITIZEN SCIENTISTS

About 30 volunteers participated in 11 GBT Keep an eye out for next year’s winter raptor
winter raptor surveys this past winter on GBT’s survey training announcements.

land in Fort Edward. Sightings included
endangered Short-eared Owls, threatened
Northern Harriers, American Kestrels,
Rough-legged Hawks, and Snowy Owls.

These surveys provide critical data for grants,
support us when advacating in Albany for
grassland bird protection, and advance overall
knowledge about grassland birds in our area.

In addition to conducting these surveys, GBT We know grassland birds are in sharp decline

trained more than 35 people in how to in our region and we need the data to better

conduct winter raptor surveys. That's 35+ more understand and manage the threats.
Short.eared Owl trained citizen scientists!
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GBT’S NEW TRAILSIDE
BENCHES AWAIT YOU &
YOUR PICNIC BASKETS

3 Our eight new handsome benches are installed along our 2.6-mile Alfred Z. Solomon Grassland
Bird Trail. We will soon be placing honorary plagues on the benches. We want to express our Ll t ‘
sincere gratitude to those who adopted a bench. They include: Lynne Baldwin, Victoria Garlanda, Shendan Hay and Michael Jacobs Naomi
Meyer and Ron Renoni, the Pulver Family, the Quesnel Family, Katherine and Hugh Roome, and the Southern Adirondack Audubon Society
”

Northern Bald Ibis
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In March and April, two groups of enthusiastic
birders set off on a two-week adventure through
Southern Spain hosted by GBT and guided by
Destination Wildlife. The trip offered incredible
birding opportunities - with nearly 200 species
recorded — and was full of wonderful bird sightings.

One highlight was witnessing the dramatic
migration of thousands of birds, including Black
Kites, Short-toed Snake Eagles, Booted Eagles,
Eurasian Griffons, and Egyptian Vultures migrating
across the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco to Spain.
Another unforgettable experience was spotting a
colony of Northern Bald Ibis nesting roadside on a
> cliff ledge. These birds, eradicated from the wild in
Europe for 300 years, were successfully bred in cap-
tivity and reintroduced into the wild. Now that’s a
happy ending to a conservation effort!

Wind farms pose another threat to these birds. Attempts to mitigate the
risks include acoustic deterrents and automated turbine shutdowns
when Harriers are detected nearby.

GBT's educational and entertaining international birding trips are an
important fundraiser for GBT and play a vital role in protecting grassland
birds back here at home. Past destinations have included Costa Rica,
Namibia and Botswana, and Colombia. GBT will announce its 2026 inter-
national birding trip later this summer. Please consider joining us and
supporting vital conservation work.

The groups also saw Montagu's Harriers, a species
that, much like our own Northern Harrier, faces sig-
nificant threats from habitat loss. To aid their
survival, conservationists identify nest sites and
work with farmers to delay harvests in those areas.




GRASSLAND BIRD TRUST RECEIVES
$18,790 BEQUEST FROM THE ESTATE
o F J 0 H N KE N T State within a few decades. If you care about giving future

John Kent worked for the New York State Department of generations the chance to see these beautiful birds in the wild:

Environmental Conservation, retiring in 2022. Johnwas  + Consider making a legacy gift by designating GBT as the
a lifelong, enthusiastic birder active in his local birding beneficiary of a retirement account, life insurance policy, or other
community, who also traveled around the world on financial account.

birding trips. John was on the Board of Directors of the - If you are 70% or older and have a taxable IRA account, work with
New York State Ornithological Association and the your financial institution to make a donation directly from your IRA
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club. This gift was given through account and avoid paying taxes on the donated funds. If you are
John's Group Term Life Insurance. 73 or older, the funds withdrawn for your donation count towards
Grassland birds are at risk of disappearing from New York your annual required minimum distribution (RMD).

Kevin Tolan presenting at Raptor Fest

RAPTOR FEST 2025 F=—===

Over 100 bird enthusiasts gathered on May 10 for GBT’s annual
Raptor Fest at the Durkeetown Baptist Church in Fort Edward.

While rain forced cancellation of the early morning bird walks,
this gave us a perfect opportunity to offer our guests a fabulous
talk by Samantha Carouso Peck, Ph.D on bird behavior and
communication. To give you just one example of how little we
know about bird behavior, Sam showed a video clip of a male
bird gently hopping on a perch while trying to attract a mate.
Not very impressive! But when Sam slowed the video down by
900%, suddenly we could see that this bird was actually
performing super-fast backwards somersaults worthy of an

Olympic gymnast.
This terrific presentation was followed by Kevin Tolan, from the and to top it off, a gorgeous Snowy Owl who made a rare
Vermont Center for Ecostudies, who discussed bird migration. appearance in a public setting.

Aristotle believed migratory Redstarts turned into Robins for the
winter. In the 17th century, some thought birds migrated to the
moon! Definitive proof of migration famously came when
“Pfeilstorchs” (German for “arrow storks”) began returning to
Germany with Central African spears stuck right through their
necks. Yikes! Credible scientific studies about migration only
began in the 19th century. Today, scientists are still learning how
birds use the stars, the sun, and electromagnetic fields to find their ~ Our most grateful thanks go out to our sponsors: Odd
way. Duck Farm, REC Solar, Stewart’s Shops, the Sandy Hill
Foundation, Arrow Bank, and Chobani. We also want to
thank Aubuchon Hardware in Greenwich, NY for donating
the door prizes.

In between, there were delicious snacks and plenty of
opportunities for birders to meet new friends and plan
birding outings.

Most important, Raptor Fest raised critical funds for
grassland habitat conservation that grassland birds must
have to survive in New York State.

. Last up, Joyce Perry from Whispering Willow Wild Care brought in
live birds for “close-up and personal” encounters with audience
members. These are birds who can no longer live in the wild due
to past injuries. Stars of the show included a Broad-winged Hawk
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SUMMER VIBES

To my admiring public,

It's that time of year again, summer is around the corner, last year’s
fledglings are out of school, and any Short-eared Owl with a time-
share in a swanky 125-acre Arctic grassland will make sure you know
about it.

Almost all of us Shorties head to the Arctic for the summer. And don’t
get me started about the migration traffic. | mean, it's not what it was
30 years ago when there were 3 billion more birds around in North
America, but it’s still a slog. According to Hoooooogle, over 2,003,600
birds flew over Washington County on the night of May 12t alone!

The real tragedy is that over a billion birds die every year just from
crashing into windows and buildings during migration. Sure, some of
that is on us for texting and flying. And | know I'm not one to talk after
the car accident that landed me in rehab, but | think the real culprit is
all that binge Windexing.

Even though not many people know where we Shorties summer in
the Arctic, Influencers have ruined the best spots, | tell you. Before
you know it, there will be a new vole-roll stand on every stop up to
the North Pole.

Back here, the summer social scene in NYS is really dead. Only about
50 Shortie couples stick around the entire New York State for the
summer. Before | landed in rehab, | used to summer in Fort Edward,
and by August | was pretty tired of having the same conversations.

Sitting around the card table talking
about how, “it's actually great not to go
North in the summer, builds up that nest
egg!”Yeah right, Carl. We all know your ex
took everything in the divorce, including
your posh summer getaway up North.

With all these modern stresses, | can't help
but feel a bit smug that I'm a SINK (“single
income, no kids"), especially given my rehab
medical bills. Of course I'd rather be a DINK
(“dual income, no kids”), but romantic
prospects aren't exactly great in rehab,
unless you have a thing for the one-legged vulture down the hall. |
shouldn’t complain though; | know some human “empty nesters” who
had to wait 18 years for their brats to move out and do their own
laundry.

Anyway, they're calling me down for dinner. | heard there are
mice-cream sundaes for dessert. It truly is summer and the roostin’is
easy!

See you back in the fall.

XOXO,
rey




