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RAPTOR FEST 2026: Gems in the Grasslands
Treasure Hunt: Anytime Between May 1-15, 2026
Raptor Fest Event: May 16, 2026

Thank you for participating in the Grassland Bird Treasure Hunt. Good luck finding the gems!

Instructions

Print the Treasure Hunt Package: Instructions, Trail Map, Clue Sheet, and Birding Checklist.
1. If you can, identify the birds on the Clue Sheet before heading out on the trail.
2. Head to the Alfred Z. Solomon Grassland Viewing Area and Birding Trail and bring:

e Clue Sheet, Birding Checklist, and the map of the trail (optional).
e Pen or pencil.

e Binoculars (if you would like to borrow a pair of binoculars for the Treasure Hunt, email
gjohnson@grasslandbirdtrust.org.

3. Asyou walk the trail, update your Clue Sheet and Birding Checklist:

e Clue Sheet: Along the AZS trail, you will see laminated photos of birds posted along the trail.
Find the photo that matches one of the clues and record the photo number on your Clue Sheet.
Hint: The photos are placed in habitats where each species would most likely be spotted.

e Birding Checklist: As you walk the trail, check off the live bird species you see from the trail.
e Don’t forget to write your name and contact info on the Clue Sheet and Birding Checklist!

Note: Complete the Treasure Hunt anytime between May 1 and May 15. You may return as many
times as you like to find all the treasures on the Clue Sheet and Birding Checklist.

Scoring — Feel free to use Merlin and other birding apps during your hunt to spot the bird.
1. Clue Sheet: 5 points for each correctly matched bird. Match all 8 correctly to earn 40 points.
2. Birding Checklist: 1 point for each bird species actually seen.

Rules
1. One entry per household. No purchase necessary.
2. Forms can be submitted in person or mailed:

o In person: Submit by 9:30 AM at Raptor Fest on May 16 at the Durkeetown Baptist Church, 2
Durkeetown Rd, Fort Edward, NY

o By mail: Mail to Grassland Bird Trust, 12 Spring Street, Ste 12, Schuylerville, NY 12871. Mailed
forms must be received by May 15.

3. Prizes to the top 3 scores. In the event of a tie, the winner will be decided by a drawing.

GRAND PRIZE
o Vortex Diamondback HD 8 x 32 Binoculars donated by Wild Birds Unlimited in Saratoga
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Alfred+Z.+Solomon+Grassland+Bird+Trail+%26+Viewing+Area+~+Grassland+Bird+Trust,+160+County+Rd+42,+Fort+Edward,+NY+12828/Alfred+Z.+Solomon+Grassland+Bird+Trail+%26+Viewing+Area+~+Grassland+Bird+Trust,+160+County+Rd+42,+Fort+Edward,+NY+12828/@43.9872073,-75.6324465,15z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x89dfd5b01396913b:0x4639605509ffcbeb!2m2!1d-73.538654!2d43.2750058!1m5!1m1!1s0x89dfd5b01396913b:0x4639605509ffcbeb!2m2!1d-73.538654!2d43.2750058?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:gjohnson@grasslandbirdtrust.org

Grassland Bird Trust’s
Alfred Z. Solomon Grassland Bird Viewing Area & Bird Trail

The trail is located at 160 County Route 42 in Fort Edward, NY.

Note:

In Google Maps, “County Route 42” will lead to an incorrect location.
Instead, use 160 County Road 42 for your Google Maps navigation.

; aGfasslond Bird Trust Property
[ rrivate Property - Legal Right of Way
Tralheod
=sse 2.6 mites Seasonal Trail
== Wetland Boardwalk

T YT
50

County Route 42
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CLUE SHEET

Fill in the species name and photo # found on the AZS trail that matchets the description of the bird.

Five points per correct answer.

Description of the Bird

Species
Name

Photo
Id #

Some think my bubbling, tinkling song sounds like R2D2. Can you believe | fly close to
6,000 miles a year (one way) in order to have a family and find our favorite foods of
insects and seeds? And then there is that backward tuxedo | wear to attract a mate. It
really helps our lives when farmers delay mowing so we have time to raise our babies.

Hey humans! Thanks for building all those cool nest boxes — they make a great home.
My bright blue back is the color of the cool sky and my breast like the warm setting
sun. | love insects, berries and fruits. My song is rich and warbling.

My unmistakable black necklace is your first clue. | just love perching on a fencepost
and singing away. Most people don’t know that I’'m a member of the blackbird family
even though my name makes you think something different.

When | can’t find frogs and fish, I'll walk into the meadow for tasty mice - like “surf or
turf”! | can stand on one leg for a long time — can you? We nest in the treetops in a
commune. It can get a bit crowded sometimes, but we like the company.

We cruise low over the ground and rely on sudden surprise attacks to capture our
prey. A lot of my relatives visit from up north during the winter. With our owl-like
faces, the males are grey and females are brown.

Known for belting out show tunes, | can really sing. No wonder “melodia” is in my
scientific name. I’'m a very common and widespread bird and when you see a heavily
streaked bird with the streaks on my chest converging into a central blotch—that's me!

In these parts, you know me as Shirley. My species come to visit the grasslands in the
winter. Our flight pattern is like a moth, but we are waaaay bigger. If you are up
early or are admiring the sunset, you’ll see us hunting for our protein packages —
voles and mice. We’re endangered — which is not great. Maybe that’s why we weren’t
in the Harry Potter movies?

| have a strong bill, strong neck muscles and a flexible, reinforced skull so a lifetime of
hammering doesn’t bother me at all. | have feathers in my nostrils that filter out the
sawdust | produce when I’'m foraging. You’ll see me all year long and | like to visit your
backyard suet feeders. I'm smaller than my cousin and not as aggressive.

Total Points

(5 points per correct answer)
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Treasure Hunter Name:

BIRDING CHECKLIST

Earn one point for each species you spot. Record the date and time of your first sighting. You only need to log
each bird once, regardless of how many you see. If you spot a bird not on the list, you can add it at the bottom

of the list.

Name

Scientific Name

Date

Approx Time

American Bittern

Botaurus lentiginosus

American Black Duck

Anas rubripes

American Crow

Corvus brachyrhynchos

American Goldfinch

Spinus tristis

American Kestrel

Falco sparverius

American Redstart

Setophaga ruticilla

American Robin

Turdus migratorius

Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Baltimore Oriole

Icterus galbula

Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica

Black-capped Chickadee

Poecile atricapillus

Blue Jay

Cyanocitta cristata

Blue-winged Teal

Spatula discors

Bobolink

Dolichonyx oryzivorus

Brown Thrasher

Toxostoma rufum

Canada Goose

Branta canadensis

Carolina Wren

Thryothorus ludovicianus

Cedar Waxwing

Bombycilla cedrorum

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Setophaga pensylvanica

Chipping Sparrow

Spizella passerina

Common Grackle

Quiscalus quiscula

Common Raven

Corvus corax

Common Yellowthroat

Geothlypis trichas

Dark-eyed Juncos

Junco hyemalis

Downy Woodpecker

Dryobates pubescens

Eastern Bluebird

Sialia sialis

Eastern Kingbird

Tyrannus tyrannus
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Name

Scientific Name

Date

Approx Time

Eastern Meadowlark

Sturnella magna

Eastern Phoebe

Sayornis phoebe

Eastern Towhee

Pipilo erythrophthalmus

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Contopus virens

European Starling

Sturnus vulgaris

Field Sparrow

Spizella pusilla

Grasshopper Sparrow

Ammodramus savannarum

Gray Catbird

Dumetella carolinensis

Great Blue Heron

Ardea herodias

Great Crested Flycatcher

Myiarchus crinitus

Green Heron

Butorides virescens

Hairy Woodpecker

Leuconotopicus villosus

Henslow's Sparrow

Centronyx henslowii

Hermit Thrush

Catharus guttatus

Horned Lark

Eremophila alpestris

House Finch

Haemorhous mexicanus

House Sparrow

Passer domesticus

Indigo Bunting

Passerina cyanea

Killdeer

Charadrius vociferus

Least Flycatcher

Empidonax minimus

Least Sandpiper

Calidris minutilla

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris
Merlin Falco columbarius

Mourning Dove

Zenaida macroura

Northern Cardinal

Cardinalis cardinalis

Northern Flicker

Colaptes auratus

Northern Harrier

Circus hudsonius

Northern House Wren

Troglodytes aedon

Northern Mockingbird

Mimus polyglottos

Northern Waterthrush

Parkesia noveboracensis

Orchard Oriole

Icterus spurius

Pileated Woodpecker

Dryocopus pileatus

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Melanerpes carolinus

Red-eyed Vireo

Vireo olivaceus
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Name Scientific Name Date Approx Time
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus
Rock Pigeon Columba livia
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis
Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis
Sharp-Shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus
Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis marcularius
Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor
Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda
Veery Catharus fuscescens
Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus
Virginia Rail Rallus limicola
Warbling Vireo Vireo Gilvus
White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo
Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii
Wood Duck Aix sponsa
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata
Others...

Total Points

(1 point per species spotted)
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